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Obstacles to consumption 
 

 
 
 
Background 
 
1. In accordance with Article 33 of the International Coffee Agreement 2001 (attached as 
Annex I) Members should recognize the utmost importance of achieving the greatest possible increase 
of coffee consumption as rapidly as possible, in particular through the progressive removal of any 
obstacles which may hinder such increase. 
 
2. This document contains the latest information received which should enable the Council to 
assess compliance by Member countries with the provisions of Article 33.  Members were requested 
to inform the Organization of any changes contained in document ICC-90-7 by 20 August 2005 (see 
documents ED-1958/05 and ED-1961/05). 
 
3. Annexes II-A and II-B contain information on taxes and duties, laws and regulations applied 
to coffee exports and imports by Member countries.  Annex II-B also contains information on the 
VAT applied to coffee in the retail sector in importing Member countries and in selected non-member 
countries where information is available.  According to the Rules on Statistics (contained in document 
EB-3830/02) Members are required to keep the Organization up to date when revisions on this matter 
take place in their countries.   
 
4. It should be noted that EU member states charge a Common Customs Tariff (CCT) applied on 
all goods imported from outside their borders.  However, each EU member may apply excise duty and 
VAT at different levels.  Detailed information on the CCT applied by EU members can be obtained 
from www.europa.eu.int.  Annexes III-A to III-C contain information on import duties for green, 
roasted and soluble coffee imported into the EU, from selected origins, based on the system of duty 
reduction (Generalised System of Preference – GSP) under specific classification of the Harmonized 
System (HS). 
 
5. Reports containing updated information received from Members on these issues will be 
circulated to the Council annually.  All Members are requested to inform the Executive Director of 
any measures adopted in their countries in connection with the provisions of Article 33, and of any 
changes to current levels of taxes and duties on coffee exports and/or imports. 
 
Action 
 
 The Council is requested to consider this report. 
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ANNEX I 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL COFFEE AGREEMENT 2001 

 
ARTICLE 33  

Removal of obstacles to consumption 
 

(1) Members recognize the utmost importance of achieving the greatest possible increase 
of coffee consumption as rapidly as possible, in particular through the progressive removal of 
any obstacles which may hinder such increase. 
 
(2) Members recognize that there are at present in effect measures which may to a greater 
or lesser extent hinder the increase in consumption of coffee, in particular: 

 
(a) import arrangements applicable to coffee, including preferential and other 

tariffs, quotas, operations of government monopolies and official purchasing 
agencies, and other administrative rules and commercial practices; 

(b) export arrangements as regards direct or indirect subsidies and other 
administrative rules and commercial practices;  and 

(c) internal trade conditions and domestic and regional legal and administrative 
provisions which may affect consumption. 

 
(3) Having regard to the objectives stated above and to the provisions of paragraph (4) of 
this Article, Members shall endeavour to pursue tariff reductions on coffee or to take other 
action to remove obstacles to increased consumption. 
 
(4) Taking into account their mutual interest, Members undertake to seek ways and 
means by which the obstacles to increased trade and consumption referred to in paragraph (2) 
of this Article may be progressively reduced and eventually, wherever possible, eliminated, 
or by which the effects of such obstacles may be substantially diminished. 
 
(5) Taking into account any commitments undertaken under the provisions of 
paragraph (4) of this Article, Members shall inform the Council annually of all measures 
adopted with a view to implementing the provisions of this Article. 
 
(6) The Executive Director shall prepare periodically a survey of the obstacles to 
consumption to be reviewed by the Council. 
 
(7) The Council may, in order to further the purposes of this Article, make 
recommendations to Members which shall report as soon as possible to the Council on the 
measures adopted with a view to implementing such recommendations. 
 
 












