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Background 
 
1. At the meeting of the Statistics Committee in May 2005, the Secretariat was requested 
to prepare a table showing imports of soluble coffee classified under two specific 
Harmonized System (HS) codes (210.112.92 and 210.112.98) from 1996 to 2004, by 
importing country.  This exercise would assist the Committee in analysing the import trend 
for coffee under these classifications. 
 
2. It should be noted that in accordance with the Rules on Statistics contained in 
document EB-3830/02, importing Members are requested to provide information on total 
imports by month, by form of coffee and by origin – and not by HS codes.  Therefore, data 
presented in this document are based on information available from the Eurostat website. 
 
3. The attached table and graph show data, for each calendar year from 1996 to 2004 
(there is no data for 1995 and information for 2005 is incomplete), on total imports of 
“speciality soluble” coffee by each EU country.  The table also gives the total imports of 
soluble coffee under these two classifications in each calendar year together with the 
percentage change in two consecutive years.  Total imports of all soluble coffee by all EU 
countries and the percentage of the “speciality soluble” imports in this total in each is also 
given as additional material for analysis.  For comparison, a similar table showing total 
soluble imports based on ICO data is also given together with the percentage of “speciality 
soluble” imports to this total. 
 
4. It should be noted that, for the earlier years, data are not available for those EU 
countries that acceded the group in May 2004.  In addition, prior to 1998 information for 
Luxembourg was included with Belgium trade data. 
 
Action 
 
 The Statistics Committee is requested to analyse the results presented in this 
document and to make the appropriate recommendations for action. 
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